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Big On Beagles (BOB) Rescue

Questions for Potential Foster Parent


Thank you for your interest in fostering a rescue beagle! It means so much to us when someone carefully considers the rewarding experience of opening their heart and home to a beagle in need. Rest assured, we’re here to answer any questions you might have throughout our screening process. 

Every application is appreciated and thoroughly reviewed. Filling out our Application is Step One of the screening process. If we feel you might be a good candidate for joining our Foster Program, we will proceed with a phone interview. If that goes well and we both wish to continue the process, we would then schedule a home visit.
Accordingly, in order to match you with a foster beagle appropriate for your lifestyle and level of experience, we need the following information: 

Why do you want to foster for BOB?
Do you have a car in which to transport your foster beagle to and from veterinary appointments? 
(*We will discuss the details of this requirement in our telephone interview but be assured we take into consideration your location and may utilize your own local vet in certain circumstances.)
What type of home do you have? (house, condo, apartment, city or country):
Do you own or rent?  If you rent, does your rental agreement have any restrictions re pets?

Beagles like to howl occasionally.  Are there any concerns in your living environment if your foster beagle is vocal during the adjustment stage?

Do you have a fenced-in yard?

Are there parks nearby? (*We will discuss our policies surrounding “dog parks” should we proceed with a telephone interview)
Describe the human members of the family e.g. adults, kids, and ages for all:

Who would be the primary caregiver for your foster beagle?

What is your employment status (provide # of hours worked if applicable):

(a) Full Time

(b) Part Time

(c) Shift Work

(d) Self-Employed

(e) Semi-Retired

(f) Retired

(g) Home-maker

Are there any smokers in your home?

Does anyone in your home have allergies to pets?

Describe any other pets in the household.  If you have a dog(s) – does he or she get along well with other dogs?
If you have a cat, do you know how he or she would react to a new dog in the house?

Tell us about any dog you have previously owned:


Tell us about any experience you have with beagles, if not described above:
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Please provide us with the name and address of your veterinarian (if applicable. We will only contact your vet for a character reference):

Would your foster beagle be kept indoors? 
How many hours per day would your foster beagle spend outside? 
How many hours per day would your foster beagle be alone? 
Where will your foster beagle be kept when you are out? 
Where will your foster beagle sleep?
Are you willing to crate your foster beagle for training purposes?

Do you have time to bring the dog to obedience classes? 

Would you consider fostering a beagle with “special needs”? ( e.g diabetic, 3 legged, deaf/blind , etc)

Would you consider palliative care fostering, i.e. a beagle diagnosed with a terminal illness?

Which of the following behavioural issues do you feel you could manage:

(a) Dominance issues

(b) Food possessive/Resource guarding

(c) Object possessive/Resource guarding

(d) Separation anxiety
(e) Fear issues
(f) Dog-to-Dog aggression

(*Just a reminder that our focus is the rescue of abandoned beagles through no fault of their own – many of them are seniors with serious and/or chronic health issues, beagles in need of surgery not within the budget of our partner animal shelters, and those suffering from physical/emotional trauma. This is our specialty. Rehabilitating behaviourally challenged dogs is not where our strengths lie. Therefore, we don’t typically take on dogs with serious behavioural issues unless we have an experienced, willing and fully approved foster home to address them. Accordingly, if a shelter reaches out to us about a beagle in need of private rescue, we work together with them to fully assess that dog before accepting the dog into our program.) 
Other than described above, would your foster beagle have exposure to children under the age of 5?
How will you react to the following:

if your foster beagle pulls on the leash?

if your foster beagle has an accident in the house?

if your foster beagle howls excessively?

if your foster beagle digs up your flowers or chews something precious to you?

if your foster beagle has an altercation with another dog at the park?

(*Again, we have strict policies about the use of dog parks but scenarios like this can happen anywhere so please let us know, as best you can, how you would handle such a situation.)
Have you considered the emotional impact of caring for a dog and then giving it up?  Are you comfortable with this idea?

(*We’ll be elaborating on this aspect of fostering with you should we proceed to the phone interview. Suffice it to say, as the fully approved foster parent of a beagle in our program, you always have the option of adopting before we begin a search for an adopter. We may lose you as a foster parent but that beagle will have a fabulous forever home without having to go through another adjustment phase. We couldn’t be happier for both. And yes, it happens a lot.)
Are you considering adoption?

Is there a restriction on the length of time you can foster a dog?

Are you prepared to open your home to prospective adopters for Meet & Greet appointments?

(*We practise safety measures at all times. Any prospective adopter is screened before a Meet & Greet and a BOB representative is always present.)

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 Name: 
 Street Address: 
 City/Town: 
 Postal Code:
 Phone Number: 

 Email:


Thank you, again, for your interest in fostering a homeless beagle!
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www.bigonbeagles.ca 
bigonbeagles@primus.ca
(905) 623-1044 (B.O.B. Hotline)

